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YK IN NSW AND ACT 


YORK MOTORS (SALES) PTY LIMITED 


You may have heard that York Motors will cease to 
be the distributor for Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars in NSW and ACT from the end of June 
this year. 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited would like to 
express its appreciation for the service offered by 


| York Motors during a relationship which goes back 


goles Motor Cars Limited remains fully 

committed to the Australian market and to 

meeting the needs of all its customers and 
prospective owners. We have already begun the 


process of appointing a new distributor for the area. 


In the meantime, should you have any concerns or 
need more information, please do not hesitate to 


contact: 


Stephen Timperley 

ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CARS LIMITED 
45 Leng Kee Road, Singapore, 0315 

Tel: OO11 65 476 1827. Fax: OO11 65 476 1710__- 


Mobile: 0011 6596187832 ZZ 


Angus Hodgson a Ee 
ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CARS LIMITED 
Pyms Lane, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 3PL, England 
Tel: 0011 44 1270 255155. Fax: 0011 44 1270 500620 
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ARTICLES 


Embracing the future — without forsaking our roots 
Martin Bennett responds to Tom Clarke’ s article 
‘Returning to our roots’ in the last issue 


Passing the Course 
Geoffrey May passed the famed Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd School of Instruction chauffeur’ s 
course — and has the certificate to prove it! 


Round the Top End 
Graham Mead takes us on the next and perhaps 
most amazing leg of 3PK’s epic journey 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 
Part 1 of a series by Richard Mann, tracing his 
career with H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd 


The Rolls-Royce and Bentley Model Range 
Changes for 1997 reported by Martin Bennett 


Front Cover Photo: 

The 1997 Bentley Continental R factory demonstrator (BBW63002). External styling 
changes include the new ‘matrix’ grille complementing the subtly resculpted radiator shell 
and re-styled bumpers front and rear for softer, more flowing lines. New alloy wheels 
complete the new look. Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, Crewe. 


From the Editor 


Ghost reliability 


As expected there has been some 
reader response to the letter from James 
Willis in the last issue, which implied that 
the cars on last year's Outback Wholly 
Ghost Tour were plagued by serious 
mechanical problems. 

The trick here is to get this into con- 
text. The reality is that only a minority of 
the cars on the Outback Wholly Ghost 
Tour suffered any breakdown, let alone 
a serious breakdown. Most problems 
were rectified on the roadside or in motel 
car parks. The number of cars which 
failed to finish may be counted on one 
hand. That “the contrast is remarkable” is 
certainly true — the contrast between a 
car driven “to the shops” and one that is 
driven hard for long distances at modern 
speeds in Outback conditions. 

It was not merely “rough ground” that 
caused the fan of one of the early Ghosts 
on the Tour to scrape its radiator, nor was 
it the fault of Royce’s design. Neverthe- 
less, it is worth pointing out that over the 
twenty years of Silver Ghost production 
the frame was stiffened considerably. 

It is undoubtedly true that cars which 
are driven regularly are the most reliable. 
Owners who will not use their cars, in- 
evitably suffer a consequent loss of 
reliability. This applies to an even greater 
extent to the more modern models. 
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Federal Registrar George Forbes sent this charming shot of his 1921 Silver Ghost (8CE) with 
some curious onlookers. 8CE is one of the great majority of participating cars to come through 
last year’s Outback Wholly Ghost Tour without ‘failing to proceed’. See Ghostreliability this page. 


By and large, it is undoubtedly true 
that the cars on the Outback Wholly 
Ghost Tour performed wondertully. It is 
also true that such remarkable perform- 
ance is far from untypical for a Silver 
Ghost. For confirmation of this, look no 
further than Graham Mead’s article 
Round the Top End in this issue. 


New Chief Executive 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 
announced last month that Mr Graham 
Morris has been appointed Chief Execu- 
tive with effect from March ist, 1997, 


U.K. reader John Eastwood sent this lovely shot of his 1927 Twenty (GXL66). John says that it 
is a very unworn, low mileage car which spent many years in, of all places, Alaska. The rather 


charming coachwork is by Thrupp & Maberly. 


2% 
a) 


ere 


succeeding Chris Woodwark who be- 
comes Chief Operating Officer of Vickers 
pic, the parent company of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars. 

Graham Morris joins Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd from Audi AG of 
Germany, where he was a member of the 
Management Board with responsibility 
for marketing and sales. Before joining 
Audi in 1995 he was Managing Director 
of Rover Europe. 

Vickers plc Deputy Chairman and 
Chief Executive Sir Colin Chandler wel- 
comed Graham to Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars “in this exciting phase of its 
development’. 


New Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Chief 
Executive Graham Morris (47). 
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Malcolm Johns (N.S.W.) sent these two photographs, taken in 1959, of his third Silver Ghost of which Malcolm is unable to recall the chassis 
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number. He says that the (obviously 1930s) coachwork bore no coachbuilder's plates. The engine photograph shows that it was fitted with the 
later type distributor and exhaust-heated manifold, which would indicate late 1923 at the earliest. Four-wheel brakes were fitted, though this could 
have been retrospective. A Rolls-Royce tachometer was fitted. Who can identify this car? Where is it now? 


Farewell York Motors 


As you will have read in your Branch 
newsletter by now, Mr L.F. Sutton, Man- 
aging Director, York Motors, has 
announced that they have given Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd notice of termina- 
tion of the distributor/importer agreement 
covering New South Wales, Victoria, 
Queensland and the Australian Capital 
Territory, effective June 1997, thus 
bringing to an end a 50 year involvement 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
that began with the takeover of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley agency from Appleby 
& Ward in 1947. 

1 would like to place on record our 
grateful thanks for many years of support 
of our Club. 

At the time of writing it had not yet 
been announced who will take over the 
New South Wales dealership when this 
45 year association with Rolls-Royce 
comes to an end. | can only suggest that 
you watch this space! 


Where is it now? 


The above photographs, sent by 
Malcolm Johns (N.S.W.), were taken in 
1959 and show a Silver Ghost which he 
then owned. Malcolm is unable to recall 
the chassis number, but the registration 
number was BME 018. He says that the 
(obviously 1930s) coachwork bore no 
coachbuilder’s plates but had a Smith & 
Waddington air. 

The engine photograph shows that it 
was fitted with the later type distributor 
and exhaust-heated manifold, which 
would indicate late 1923 at the earliest. 
Four-wheel brakes were fitted, though of 


Events List 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


May 18 

May 25 

May 25 

May 31-June 2 
June 15 


June 27-29 


July 6 
July 23-24 
July 26-27 


August 16-17 


Qld. Run to Rudd's Pub at Nobby on the Darling Downs. 
S.A. Annual Concours d'Elegance (note new date). 
N.S.W. Annual Navigation Run. 

W.A. Southern Safari. 

Qld. Annual Concours d'Elegance, Tamborine. 


N.S.W. Weekend away with the A.C.T. Branch, witha 
Scottish flavour (Sassenachs welcome)). 


W.A. Luncheon Run, Hillary’s. 
N.S.W. Mid-week overnight run Wyong-Forster. 
Qld. Whale-watching weekend, Hervey Bay. 


Vie. Swan Hill weekend with neighbouring Branches. 


Overseas 


This list is intended as a guide to major events only. Members planning to 
attend events of our overseas sister Clubs should contirm dates, venues and 
booking arrangements with the Clubs concerned. 


June 1-10 


June 14-15 


July 22-26 


R.R.E.C. Silver Ghost Scottish Tour. 


R.R.E.C. Annual Rally and Concours, Althorp Park, 
near Northampton, U.K. 


R.R.O.C, Inc. Annual Meet, Hot Springs, Virginia, U.S.A. 


2914 


Bryan Inder (N.S.W.) sent this picture which he suggests shows the Saudi Arabian Bobsled 


Team practising. Another possibilty is that the Phantom VI having suffered a flat battery, is being 
wheeled out into the desert with all the others, a new one having been ordered! 


course this could have been retro- 
spective. Also fitted was a Rolls-Royce 
tachometer, the bracket that supported 
the drive for which can be seen bolted to 


Foundation Corner 


Vhe Sin Henry Royce Fouudatiou 
Australia 


Trustees’ meeting 


The Trustees of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation again met in Sydney on 
January 31st, and progress is continuing. 
There is an enormous amount of detail 
involved in setting up a Foundation, and 
the last twelve months has been spent on 
bringing this to a successful conclusion. 

Trustee Jim Kelso has been in contact 
with York Motors, who are relinquish- 
ing their Rolls-Royce & Bentley dis- 
tributorship after 50 years. We are 
indeed thankful to the Sutton family, 
who own York Motors, as they have 
willingly agreed to make any memora- 
bilia available to the Foundation at the 
expiry of their distributorship. 

Hamilton’s in Victoria, have also 
agreed to give the Foundation some old 
literature and sales brochures that they 
have. This is the very reason that the 
Foundation has been set up and is posi- 
tive proof of the need for such an or- 
ganisation in Australia. 


the front cylinder block just aft of the 
distributor. 


Malcolm does not recall to whom he 


sold this Silver Ghost. He last saw the 


Premises 


We have now been able to arrange 
temporary storage facilities in each State 
and we hope to be able to make an 
announcement in the very near future on 
our permanent home. 


New Federal Trophy 


The Foundation has presented the 
Club with a new perpetual trophy which 
was presented for the first time at the 
Federal Rally in Fremantle. This trophy 
is awarded to a person who has made a 
significant contribution to excellence in 
engineering following the ideals of Sir 
Henry Royce. 


Advisory Committee meeting 


By the time you read this the 
inaugural meeting of the Advisory 
Committee with the Trustees of the 
Foundation will have been held on Con- 
cours day at the Federal Rally. At this 
meeting the Trustees were able to report 
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body, removed from the chassis, at the 
home of Owen Bourke in St. Ives, N.S.W. 
in the late 1960s or early "70s. Can any 
member identify this car? Does anyone 
know its present whereabouts? 


Vickers profit growth 


The Vickers group, of which Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd is a member, 
recently revealed an 11% profit increase 
to £83.3 million. Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
sales increased 12% last year, from 
1,556 cars in 1995 to 1,744 in 1996. Ina 
market sector in which world-wide 
growth was only 3%, itis clear that Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars are handsomely 
out-performing their sector. In the U.K., 
sales increased by a huge 29%. 

However, whilst the overall profits of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd increased, 
margins actually fell because most of the 
increased sales were of lower priced 
models such as the Silver Dawn and 
Bentley Brooklands. Also, the very 


on their progress to date and receive 
feedback from the members of the 
Advisory Committee who represent the 
various Branches of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia. The lines of 
communication that this meeting opened 
will be invaluable for the future goals of 
the Foundation. 


Donations 


Just a reminder that all donations, 
whether in the form of cash or goods, are 
tax deductible. Now that the end of the 
financial year is almost upon us, the time 
is appropriate for donations to be made. 
A tax deductible receipt will be issued. 
Should you wish to make a donation of 
goods it may be appropriate to tele- 
phone the registered office of the 
Foundation (02-9231-4688) for details 
of the required procedures. 


David Jones, AM, OBE, 
Chairman 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia 
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ch Sunday runs commenced with the cars meeting in Domain Road, South Yarra, which in those 


days was always virtually free of traffic and parked cars on Sunday mornings. The cars above were photographed by your Editor at the start of a 
1966 run to the Sunbury area. In the left-hand picture they are, from left to right: 1954 Silver Dawn (STH35, Don Shiel), 1955 Silver Dawn (SUJ100, 
Hazel Glover), 1938 Phantom II! Hooper limousine (3CM105, John Glover), and with its noble prow truncated by my amateurish photography, 
1953 Silver Wraith Park Ward saloon (BLW78, John Rolls). 3CM105 is now in Japan. In the right-hand picture we see 1960 Bentley S2 (B25CT, 
John Salter), and John Sproule chatting with Jim Matches, seated unseen in his 1937 Phantom III H.J. Mulliner saloon with division (3CP82). 


strong pound sterling, pushed up by the 
very vigorous U.K. economy, can per- 
haps be expected to negatively impact 
on profits this year. 


Chassis Plate 


The latest edition of Chassis Plate, 
our fine Club Register of members and 
their motor cars, comes to you with this 
issue of PRAECLARUM. 


Alec Harvey-Bailey 

Just as this edition was going to 
press came the saddening news that 
Alec Harvey-Bailey (AHB) passed 
away in hospital in England. Alec was 
seen with Ivan Pearson in our last issue, 
p.2881. 

Alec’s father, R.W. Harvey-Bailey 
(By) was Chief Engineer of the newly 
formed Chassis Division in the late 
1930s, after motor car production had 
been separated from aero work in an 
effort to make the former profitable 
again. Alec followed in his father’s 
footsteps, working for the Company, 
including a spell in Australia from 1953 
to oversee the construction and com- 
missioning of the Rolls-Royce of 
Australia aero factory in Sydney. Lord 
Hives paid him the ultimate compli- 
ment when he arrived at the plant in 
1956: “Alec, it feels like Rolls-Royce”. 

AHB wrote several of the books 
which comprise the admirable Histori- 
cal Series published by the Sir Henry 
Royce Memorial Foundation and the 
Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust. 

Martin Bennett 


Chassis Plate is the most frequently 
consulted document on the Editorial 
desk, and | have no doubt that other 
members find it equally useful. Indeed, it 
is self evident that in a Club such as our’s 
a register of members and cars, issued 
to all members, is virtually indispensabie. 
Without it one would have no convenient 
or readily accessible means of knowing 
who one’s fellow members are, or what 
cars are in the Club, which would of 
course be entirely untenable in any large 
car club. Membership takes on a whole 
new meaning once one has access to 
this information. By issuing a register to 
all members, we all have this vital inform- 
ation at our fingertips. 

This latest edition includes additional 
information such as registration numbers 
(which, for example, can help with the 
identification of cars in photographs). 
Also, in the case of the four Branches 
which provided this information, and ex- 
cept where permission was specifically 
withheld by the member, telephone 
numbers have been included in addition 
to addresses. 

Members are asked to assist in the 
accurate production of future issues of 
Chassis Plate by always providing their 
Branch Registrars with up to date and 
accurate information. In particular, in the 
case of cars not having their original 
coachwork, you are asked to supply the 
name of the actual builder of your car’s 
present coachwork. Please do not supp- 
ly the name of the builder of the original 
coachwork, nor the name of the coach- 
builder in whose style the current body 
was built, as none of this is relevant to 


Chassis Plate. 

George Forbes, who retires from the 
position this year, produced three edi- 
tions of this fine Club publication during 
his four years as Federal Registrar. 
David Vann will continue the good work. 


Faulty copies 

From time to time faulty copies of 
PRAECLARUM, with for example miss- 
ing or misprinted pages, find their way to 
members. If you are unfortunate enough 
to receive a faulty copy, please send it to 
me and | will be pleased to send a 
replacement by return post. 


Martin Bennett 


Don Appleby 

Although I never met him, I was 
saddened to learn of the death in 
December of Don Appleby. 

Don was the son of the late A.J. (Alf) 
Appleby who with the late Bert Ward 
was a partner in the firm of Appleby & 
Ward, Rolls-Royce retailers and 
service agents in the 1930s and in the 
immediate post-war period. In 1947 
York Motors took over, and both Alf 
and Bert became employees of the new 
dealership. Alf retired in 1948 leaving 
his son Don and former partner Bert 
Ward in charge of Service. 

Don is survived by his son Ralph, 
known to many members in York 
Motors’ service department — the third 
generation of Applebys in the ongoing 
history of Rolls-Royce in Australia. 

Martin Bennett 
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From the 
outgoing Federal President 


By the time you receive this edition of 
PRAECLARUM the 1997 Federal Rally 
will have been held in Fremantle and the 
opportunity for meeting old and new 
friends will have sparked a lot of fond and 
lasting memories. Over the years the 
more Federal Rallies we attend the more 
we look forward to the next one at yet 
another exciting location in Australia. 

On the advice of the Victoria Branch, 
the name ‘Section’ has now been 
adopted for what we previously called 
Sub-Branches. The Victoria Branch has 
a Tasmanian Section and the Western 
Australia Branch has a Northern Territory 
Section. Perhaps we can look forward to 
one day being able to explore new 
territory and join one of our Sections ina 
Rally in one of their areas! 


New Federal Executive 


By the time you read this we will have 
a change in the Executive of our Club. 
Having reached the ‘mandatory’ retiring 
age as Federal President and following 
the calling of nominations we have anew 
Executive comprising: 
Federal President: lan Dunn (A.C.T.) 
Federal Secretary: Kim Stapleton (N.S.W.) 
Federal Treasurer: David Miller (A.C.T.) 


Time flies! 


Time certainly flies. It was just under 
three years ago at the Springfield 
Experience Federal Rally in Toowoomba 
that you kindly elected me Federal Presi- 
dent. Yet it seems just the other day! 
When the new team was elected in 
Toowoomba we determined that our 
priorities would be to ensure that the 
decision making processes of the Club 
were made at the Branch level where 
possible in order to minimise the duration 
of Federal Council Meetings and the 
amount of business to be dealt with. | 
believe that this was quickly and suc- 
cessfully achieved. 

Our second plan was to ensure that 
any ‘politics’ were taken out of the Club 
and that the Club would be known for its 
great fellowship and and for the love and 
admiration of fine motor cars. | believe 
that this goal has also been successfully 
achieved. 


Our third goal was to somehow create 
an environment for a facility to maintain 
records, etc. of cars, people and Club 
activities. With the help of David Ekberg 
(Vic.) who first proffered the idea of a 
Foundation, this goal too has now been 
realised with the setting up of the inde- 
pendent Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
Australia. 


The Foundation 


Under the Chairmanship of David 
Jones, the Trustees of the Foundation 
have great plans in place to make the 
Foundation an ongoing and important 
aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley in 
Australia. Whilst the Foundation has 
similar goais to the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation in the U.K., it must 
never be considered that we are in 
competition with that eminent organ- 
isation. 


The future 


There are many opportunities for us 
as a Club in the future. With the changes 
taking place with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, particularly with the 
proposed changes to engines which will 
be produced in the future under an 
agreement with BMW, there will be an 
increased emphasis on the need to main- 
tain Rolls-Royce powered cars, and it 
may be safely assumed that the cars that 
we presently own and drive will become 
even more sought after in the future. 

We have the opportunity to help our 
two Sections to grow in numbers so that 
one day, should they so desire, they will 
be able to become Branches of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club in their own right. 

We have the opportunity to encour- 
age more members to participate and 
enter their cars in the Concours — at both 
Branch and Federal levels. This year we 
introduced the Touring Car Award for 
those cars which are of a high standard 
but because they are used on an occas- 
ional or regular basis are unable to com- 
pete on an equal footing with the fully 
restored cars which are maintained in 
impeccable ‘show car’ condition. With 
the Touring Car Award we will be able to 
offer over time more categories in an 
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attempt to encourage greater Concours 
participation by members. At the same 
time we must be ever vigilant in not al- 
lowing the Touring award to be seen as 
a second-class award. 

We will have the opportunity to work 
with our new Foundation in setting up a 
first-class reference facility for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners and admirers 
together with a museum of appropriate 
cars and parts, workshop tools, factory 
and workshop manuals, as well as the 
facilities to host seminars and practical 
workshop sessions. We have many 
members in our Club who have tremen- 
dous knowledge of the cars. This 
knowledge will be of immense benefit to 
the Foundation. 

With modern travel shrinking travel 
times around the world there is a growing 
opportunity for us to become more 
‘international’ in our approach, both for 
our members to take part in events in 
other countries and for us to host an 
increasing number of overseas friends 
visiting Australia and joining us for our 
Rallies. 


Thank you 


At this time | say thank you to all of 
you who have helped to achieve the 
goals we set and to guide the direction of 
the Club over the last three years. The 
co-operation from those working at a 
Federal level as office-bearer or Del- 
egate has been greatly appreciated, as 
has the co-operation of the Branches, the 
Company, and its agents. Finally, | say 
thank you to you all for your support, and 
I wish you all safe and happy motoring in 
the future. I-trust that your support of our 
great Club will remain at a high level. 


Best wishes for the future, 
David Vann 
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Avoiding the unthinkable: 


Embracing the future — without forsaking our roots 


By Martin Bennett 


Tom Clarke’s article Returning to our roots (P.1-97) raised the 
question of whether the coming generation of Rolls-Royce cars, 
with BMW-derived engines, should be eligible vehicles for Club 
purposes. In fact, Tom unambiguously advocated their exclusion. 

It is certainly regrettable that the venerable Rolls-Royce V-8 
engine, designed so admirably by the old school of Rolls-Royce 
engineers in the 1950s, has no Rolls-Royce successor. The heart 
of a Rolls-Royce car has always been its engine. When General 
Motors automatic transmissions were installed it didn’t seem to 
matter —- the car was still very much Rolls-Royce powered. 
Trucks, fire appliances, and a host of other vehicles proudly bore 
‘Powered by Rolls-Royce’ plaques on their bonnet sides. The sight 
of the famous Rolls-Royce badge on the engine cowling of a jet 
airliner still unconsciously inspires confidence. The Company 
always was, first and foremost, a designer and builder of superla- 
tive engines. Now what we would once have considered un- 
thinkable is poised to happen — a Rolls-Royce car without a 
Rolls-Royce engine. 

That having been said, we need to consider firstly some of the 
consequences of taking up Tom’s suggestion that as a Club we 
should close the door on these future cars, and secondly the reasons 
underlying this momentous change in the car itself. 

Dealing with the first issue, some members may be surprised 
to hear that in the earlier days of the Club we rejected another of 
the Company’s products — the Derby and Crewe Bentley cars. 
Despite their then non-eligibility, many members owned Bentleys 
and brought them along on Club outings. It became inevitable that 
eventually the Club Constitution would be revised to accept Derby 
and Crewe Bentleys as eligible motor cars in our Club. 

I do not believe that there is any question of our rejecting the 
coming range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, nor any grounds 
for doing so. If we did, the Bentley experience would be certain to 
be repeated. Members would buy them and bring them along on 
Club outings. Then, pressure would mount to admit them as 
eligible motor cars, particularly after the early examples of the new 
cars start to age a little and come into the hands of enthusiasts. 

We also need to consider our Trademark Agreement and the 
other areas of Company support that we enjoy. In view of this 
support, which would be the envy of many other car clubs, how 
could we even consider rejecting the Company’s future products? 

In my view, it would be preferable not to even dabble with 
rejecting them. It has been suggested in some quarters that they 
will not be true Rolls-Royce cars, which prompts me to ask, then 
what will they be? If a car manufactured by Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd and bearing the Rolls-Royce name will not be a Rolls- 
Royce car, then what will it be? There is absolute continuity in 
both corporate and engineering terms. Any suggestion that the 
Company has abandoned its manufacturing resources is complete- 
ly without foundation. These are among the least out-sourced cars. 

The reason Rolls-Royce Motor Cars has negotiated an out- 
sourcing arrangement for future engines has been sufficiently 


discussed in these pages already. Suffice it to say that it boils down 
to the commercial realities of building around 2,000 motor cars 
per year in the closing years of the 20th century. The present V-8 
engine already meets all known world emission control require- 
ments to 1999, in itself a remarkable achievement given the age 
of the engine, which was designed at Crewe in the 1950s and 
introduced in 1959, but to further develop it to comply with 
anticipated emission standards beyond 1999 would cost nearly as 
much as developing an entirely new engine, which nowadays is 
well beyond the resources of any small output manufacturer. We 
should therefore respect the Company’s commercial decision. 

What about fellow Vickers company Cosworth, I hear you ask. 
Why cannot Cosworth help develop a new engine for Rolls- 
Royce? The short answer to this is that whilst Cosworth Engineer- 
ing builds Formula One engines that are second to none, there is 
a world of difference between a racing engine and one suitable for 
a Rolls-Royce motor car. Also, though Cosworth and Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars are within the same group, Rolls-Royce pays full 
commercial rates to Cosworth. There is no free ride or cosy 
arrangement. In today’s world that is very much as it should be. 

Incidentally, for some years after the new four-door models are 
introduced, with their BMW engines, the present two-door cars 
(i.e. the Bentley Continental R and Azure) will remain in produc- 
tion with the existing engine alongside the new models. 

Mr Keith Sanders, Managing Director - Commercial, has 
issued an invitation through me to any of our members who are 
inclined towards the way of thinking characterised by Tom’s 
article to visit Crewe and see for themselves the investments in the 
future that will become more obvious to all in due course. I strongly 
urge any members planning a visit to Britain to take up Mr 
Sanders’ offer, which is open to all members regardless of their 
point of view. Club members are always welcome at the Crewe 
factory. I have been there several times and each visit was an 
eye-opener. The most recent changes there have been stupendous. 

Make no mistake; change is vital to survival. Who would prefer 
the only alternative to the out-sourcing of future engines — the 
end of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor car production? 

Also, I have to ask is it really because of the emerging engine 
policy that Tom is advocating that ‘the line be drawn’? After all, 
if his prediction that the older cars will be swamped by modern 
models is going to happen, it will happen regardless of whether or 
not the new models have an out-sourced engine. 

Rather than indulging in hand-wringing over the future cars’ 
engines, we should regard ourselves as extremely fortunate and 
privileged to be part of a great world-wide movement based upon 
two magnificent marques, both of which are still in production and 
set to remain in production for the foreseeable future and certainly 
well into the 21st century. Other car clubs are less fortunate. We 
can glory in our chosen marques’ illustrious past, doing our utmost 
to preserve the older models and the grand heritage they represent, 
while embracing the future with optimism. Let’s do just that! 7 
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Students and staff of the Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd School of Instruction, Crewe, October 1996. From left to right they 
are: Michael Watkins, Nick Mortimer, Geoffrey May, Kevin Waterhouse, Mark Taylor (Instructor), Nick Watson, Debbie 
Sylvester (Secretary), David Harrison (Instructor). 


Passing the Course 


The Rolls-Royce Motor Cars School of Instruction 


Member Geoffrey May is one of only a 
handful of Australians ever to pass the 
famed Chauffeur’s Training Course at the 
Rolls-Royce School of Instruction. Here 
Geoffexplains howhe secured the coveted 
certificate at the School, which since 1983 
has been located at the Crewe factory. 


Following a smooth flight, I arrived in 
London and took a train to Tunbridge 
Wells where I was picked up by my host 
Nick Mott and proceeded to Bassett’s 
restaurant in Frant where I would be stay- 
ing during part of my visit to England. 

On Thursday October 10th I made 
arrangements to visit and inspect the cars 
of Dutton Foreshaw in Maidstone, Kent, 
and spent a very interesting time there. 
Although no Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars 
were there at the time I was able to view 
the new Jaguar XK8, the new MG F and 
other fine motor cars. On our way back to 
Frant we stopped at Sergeant’s of Goud- 
hurst, a Rolls-Royce and Bentley repairer 
carrying out restoration of the cars as well 
as servicing. I spent a pleasant two hours 
there looking over all cars from very early 
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Silver Ghosts right through to the latest 
model Bentley Continental Rs. They have 
a large range of restored Derby Bentleys as 
well as providing storage of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars for customers. 


A Rolls-Royce day in London 


On Friday October 1ith I was in 
London and visited the Jack Barclay 
showrooms in Berkeley Square, and also 
met with the representative of Rolls- 
Royce, Emer Poynton, who was down to 
meet me at the same time. That was for a 
period of 114 hours. I inspected the full 
range of motor cars at Barclay’s including 
their beautifully restored Phantom II, a 
very original Phantom VI and some stun- 
ning Bentleys including the latest Azure in 
a light blue with magnolia upholstery and 
beautiful birdseye woodwork to the 
interior. Quite a stunning motor car. 

Following lunch at Harrod’s I visited 
the showroom of H.R. Owen in South 
Kensington and then The Chelsea 
Workshop in Chelsea. I saw some interest- 
ing Rolls-Royce equipment there — a 
locking device for the hubcaps which 


would be about £100 for the set plus fitting 
— though it would require sizeable orders 
for them to send them to Australia. The 
other interesting devices: a cap to protect 
the retractable Spirit of Ecstasy of late 
Silver Spirit/Silver Spur models — basi- 
cally the mascot drops into the radiator 
shell and then the stainless steel device is 
placed over the top of the radiator cap 
outlet and is locked off with a Yale lock. I 
think that was about £100-150. The 
managing director of The Chelsea 
Workshop will be forwarding me informa- 
tion and photographs when they become 
available. If there is sufficient interest I can 
arrange for these to be stocked by the Club 
Shop. 


The School of Instruction 


Monday October 14th was the first day 
of the chauffeur training course at the 
Rolls-Royce motor car factory at Crewe in 
Cheshire. This began with a basic intro- 
duction to Rolls-Royce motor cars, basic 
history of the Company, the objectives of 
the course were discussed and then we 
went through some safety precautions and 
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the current motor cars’ technical features, 
controls and functions and what to look 
after daily, weekly, etc. A quite involved 
way of checking the transmission fluid and 
power steering fluid as well as brake fluid. 

The cars that we will be working with 
are 1997 Model Year cars. They are ab- 
solutely brand new, one being the Rolls- 
Royce Silver Dawn the other a Bentley 
Turbo R. 

Some homework is required as the test- 
ing later in the week will include questions 
on the Highway Code which means a great 
deal of study over the next few nights to 
learn the British Highway Code. This is an 
integral and important part of obtaining the 
chauffeur’s certificate. 

There were four other chaps on this 
course with me: the first is Kevin 
Waterhouse. Kevin is a chauffeur for a 
psychiatrist in Eastbourne, south of 
London, and in Kevin’s charge is a 1987 
Silver Spur. Michael Watkins is a chauf- 
feur for an Asian business man and 
Michael’s charge is a 1992 Turbo RL. 
Nick Mortimer is a chauffeur with a casino 
in central London next to the London 
Hilton. Nick normally drives a Bentley 
Turbo RL. Nick Watson is a chauffeur 
from the north of Scotland and looks after 
his father’s cars. His father is actually a 
Rolls-Royce trained mechanic and Nick is 
doing the course to improve his future 
prospects. The name of our trainer is Dave 
Harrison. Dave started with Rolls-Royce 
over 35 years ago and actually worked on 
the Silver Cloud III model and is now an 
instructor with the School of Instruction. 

The second day of our chauffeur’s 
course consisted of a study of tyres and 
wheels and the legal tread depth for re- 
placement; the removal of the wheel for 
checking of the tyre; how to change if a 
puncture occurs; the items of equipment 
required to be carried in the boot of the car 
to change a tyre. These include rubber 
gloves to keep the hands clean, a spare 
wheel of course which has been checked 
every 4 months and is obviously a legal 
spare wheel, the jack which is lubricated 
and of course in working order, the reflect- 
ive warning triangle if it is available, a 
piece of old carpet to kneel on, a torch 
(preferably a square one so it doesn’t roll 
away), of course wet weather gear — an 
umbrella or something like that — and a 
wrench to remove and refit the wheels. 

The other areas we discussed were 
chauffeur deportment and the uniform 
which would require a working suit with 
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two pairs of trousers, a new suit for the 
extra special occasions when the chauffeur 
really needs to shine, and some shoe polish 
should be kept in car, as well as a lighter, 
tissues, etc. While the car is waiting for its 
owner the chauffeur should place any rub- 
bish in the boot and report that to the owner 
on his return and the car should be kept 
locked if left for any length of time. We 
learnt how to correctly exit the car and how 
to help people out of the car as well as into 
the car. One of the important things is 
when carrying ladies or assisting them into 
the car, to avert your gaze. A question 
should be asked if three passengers are 
approaching, in which area they wish to be 
seated, and to lead them to the car. For 
passengers entering or exiting from the 
off-side of the car, i.e. the driver’s side, the 
chauffeur must open the door and stand at 
the edge of the door and hold his arm out 
to direct the person away from any oncom- 
ing traffic. 

We then discussed and went through 
care of the motor vehicle which included 
washing the car, using the 1, 2, 3 sponge 
and pail situation. Sponge number 1 to 
clean the roof down to the door handle 
body line. The second sponge used from 
door handle to just above the sill strip and 
the third used for sills wheels, wheel ar- 
ches etc. Of course when the third sponge 
becomes really gritty and filthy it is to be 
thrown away, then sponge 2 becomes 
number 3 and sponge 1 becomes number 
2 and a new sponge is purchased. 

Polishing: it is highly recommended 
that the car is washed and left overnight to 
completely dry. A good quality cheese- 
cloth should be used moistened. Apply the 
polish in a light circular motion in small 
areas up to say the coach-line (never along 


the coach-line) near the edges of the car 
and then wipe straight lines near these 
edges etc. then return to that small area 
again and run along in straight lines. This 
stops the swirl effect. The polish should 
be left to dry for a few moments and then 
polished off with a soft cloth. For the 
cleaning of the stainless steel it is recom- 
mended that nothing but a mild detergent 
and a chamois is used. If the stainless steel 
is still marked then ammonia can be used 
in the wash to help. A very handy hint was 
a very light film of baby oil be applied to 
the front of the car to protect the paintwork 
from bugs. When it comes in to be 
washed, because it has the baby oil on 
there the bugs are easily washed off. 
Sheepskin rugs are recommended to be dry 
cleaned, and a very good thing to remove 
marks when cleaning the leather is to use 
a handcleaning product called ‘Swarfega’ 
— if anyone knows where this can be 
obtained in Australia could you contact me 
please?! 

Tuesday had been a very interesting 
and informative day and led then into 
Wednesday which was the skid-pan day, 
to test the vehicle to off-site. We were 
taught to zig-zag and to park the car cor- 
rectly, and also the skid-pan testing which 
was learning how to control the car in 
understeer and oversteer situations — a 
most exhilarating and exhausting day. 
This was held on an old airfield site about 
25 miles (40 km) from the factory using in 
this instance a 10-year-old Bentley Turbo 
R. The results for myself were 91% on both 
manoeuvrability and the skid-pan testing. 
And no scratches or dents! 

Day four of the course was involved in 
advance driving in road rules and 
chauffeur’s deportment. We started off 


Parking lesson. On the left the Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn with student driving, on the right the 


Bentley Turbo R — both 1997 models. 


with the sports-sprung Bentley Turbo R 
with a combination of very narrow country 
road driving, open road driving at the 
national speed limit and busy town traffic. 
In the afternoon we changed over to the 
current model Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn 
on which the springing is different, suspen- 
sion is different and a different driving 
style must be adopted. A much more com- 
plex combination of accelerator and brake 
control. Generally a very good day. We’re 
quite exhausted. 

Following the great amount of stress 
involved in the short (two days) time I had 
in which to learn the Highway Code, the 
results of this part of the test resulted in an 
80% pass for myself. This result was cer- 
tainly applauded by the instructors as this 
is the British Highway Code, something 
that was given to me on Monday afternoon 


——— 


This is to certify that 


Geoffrey RR. May 
satisfactorily completed a 
Chauffeur’s Training Course 
at the Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
School of Instruction 
from 14" October to 18" October 19906 


for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited 
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to learn and of course by Thursday morn- 
ing with only a couple of nights of study 
they were.more than happy with the 
results. Personally I felt that the result was 
just O.K. 

Tomorrow is the final day with full 
written test and our total results to see 
whether it is a pass or a pass with credit. I 
am arranging to take photographs of the 
other four participants plus our two in- 
structors and certainly a feeling of 
camaraderie is very strong among us all 
and I will certainly be in contact with these 
people in the future. In general a great 
bunch of fellows (chaps, as they say in 
England) and looking forward to the next 
day. 

The final day of the Rolls-Royce 
School of Instruction chauffeur’s course 
involved the written examination of the 
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week’s work. This resulted for myself in a 
pass on the course. We then had a quick 
half-hour tour of the factory having a look 
at where the grille shells are made, the 
trimming shop where the leather interior is 
trimmed, an inspection testing of the cars 
in factory including the testing of the new 
Park Ward limousine. We then exchanged 
names and addresses, had a photo taken 
and were free to leave. I travelled to Delph 
near Manchester where I stayed with some 
friends for the weekend. 


Factory Tour 


On Monday October 21st I was met at 
Crewe station by a Bentley Turbo RL 
driven by Debbie Sylvester. Debbie is the 
secretary at the School of Instruction 
whom I met earlier the previous week 
whilst doing the course. We proceeded to 
the factory in Pyms Lane where I was met 
by Ian Rimmer and Jim Cadman who took 
me to the Johnson Room where we had 
coffee and morning tea and watched a 
short video on the history of Rolls-Royce 
and the Company. Then Jim took me to the 
factory floor for the tour. 

Our first area was the bond store where 
I saw approximately 60 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars awaiting shipment to dif- 
ferent parts of the world. We then went to 
the engine section where the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley engines are constructed. 
These are still all fitted by hand and 
balanced at different parts of the construc- 
tion process. The construction includes 
five processes with quality control checks 
all the way through. It is understood that 
every engine is bench tested but every 
100th engine is fully run and completely 
pulled down for inspection. This still 
happens. 

From the engine assembly area we went 
to probably the most famous area of the 
Rolls-Royce factory and that is the radiator 
grille assembly area. The Bentley grilles 
are now available in no fewer than 48 
different combinations — painted, 
chromed, painted and chromed, etc, etc. 
We then went around to the construction 
of the Rolls-Royce radiator shell where I 
met Dennis Jones who is quite well known 
on the company promotional video about 
constructions of the radiator shell. Dennis 
explained the work by hand of the con- 
struction of the stainless steel shell includ- 
ing the final mark where his famous 
Double-D insignia appears on the backing 
plate of each radiator that he constructs. 
Each person who constructs a radiator has 
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a similar set of dies with which he stamps 
his initials. 

From there we went past the area where 
the body actually meets the engine and 
other mechanical fitting out occurs. The 
whole body is turned on its side on a spe- 
cial jig that enables the men to install all 
the underbody parts — suspension, ex- 
haust, hydraulic and fuel lines, etc. We 
had a very close inspection of the area that 
is involved in the upholstery which in- 
cludes the cutting of carpets to size. A 
large area there. Also the leatherwork 
where the seats are upholstered as well as 
door panels, roof lining, etc. It is still very 
much a craftsman job. 

From the upholstery section Jim then 
took me to the area where ail the interior 
woodwork is made. The veneers are 
selected, cut to size, the cross-banding is 
matched, every piece of timber is mirror 
matched so that if you run a centre line 
down the car one side will reflect the other 
side. Real craftsman work, once again very 
labour intensive and each piece must be 
hand lacquered and polished with final 
buffing to give the magnificent finish that 
we see in all Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor 
cars. There are some variations on the 
usual walnut. Birdseye maple for ex- 
ample, but these are mostly used for 
Mulliner Park Ward special built cars. I 
referred earlier to a Bentley Azure that I 
saw with this birdseye maple woodwork 
inside and it is absolutely magnificent. 
Other timbers are done in the same way. 
They are all beautifully hand made, once 
again as mentioned before very, very 
labour intensive. The custom of having a 
build chassis card and building book 
remains to this day and follows each step 
of the process. The engine has its engine 
build card and this is then matched up with 
the other chassis cards when the engine is 
matched up with the body. Each person 
who completes a process initials the rela- 
tive section as the car moves on. 

We inspected the newest area of the 
factory which is the pump and shake test 
bed which simulates road conditions at 
various speeds. It is computer controlled 
and allows the operator to find any rattles 
or squeaks. It also computer controls the 
setting of the springs and suspension and 
obviates the need for the car to be actually 
road-tested as each car used to be. Each car 
is still road-tested but not to the extent that 
it used to be thanks to the installation of 
this new facility. 

From that area we walked past the 
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Sergeant's Goudhurst Service Station in Kent, the author at right beside an early 20/25 (GXO82) 


with Weymann fabric saloon coachwork by H.J. Mulliner. 


‘Monsoon’ wash area where the car is 
given a monsoon cleaning to check for 
leaks. It is quite obvious a new model is 
going to be released before too long and as 
a result there are some areas of the factory 
that were off limits including the whole of 
Mulliner Park Ward, although I was able 
to see the current work of this department 
through their showroom. 

From there we went to the car painting 
area. This is where the clean steel bodies 
are deep cleaned then prepared for paint- 
ing. As well as Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
bodies on the line there is also the Aston 
Martin DB7 which Rolls-Royce have the 
contract for painting. So quite a lengthy, 
involved system of preparing the car for its 
final painting. Needless to say the quality 
is seen in the result of each final car as it 
comes off the production line to go into the 
bond store. 

On various parts of the tour theze were 
large blue security screens in place. This 
was evident in the main works area and 
also in Mulliner Park Ward. This I was told 
is because some of the work on special cars 
for the Sultan of Brunei is being carried 
out. Whilst I was at the School of Instruc- 
tion the previous week a magnificent 
James Young Phantom V was bought over 
to the School to allow instructor David 
Harrison to assist with a door closing situa- 
tion. With David’s experience in the 
Phantom and Silver Cloud era he was able 
to recommend the correct setting for the 
door. This was a beautifully restored, mag- 
nificent Phantom V being prepared, as I 
said, for the Sultan of Brunei. 

Following a very delicious lunch in the 


Brooklands Restaurant at the factory I 
went back to the School of Instruction with 
Jim to renew the acquaintances of last 
week and pick up my luggage for my 
return to Crewe station. The superb 
Bentley Turbo R demonstrator with 
Debbie Sylvester again at the wheel took 
me back to the station. 

A most enjoyable three-and-a-half hour 
tour of the Rolls-Royce factory at Pyms 
Lane, Crewe. So it is quite obvious that this 
tour could have extended to a full day, but 
34 hours walking around listening and 
watching certainly is tiring. 

On my return to London I took the 
Tunbridge Wells train back to my accom- 
modation and had a very enjoyable even- 
ing at Bassett’s to make myself ready the 
next day to meet with Timothy Hurford 
Clark, the advertising manager of Premier 
Magazines, publishers of Queste. 

Tuesday morning 22 October dawned 
with a beautiful sunny day with a forecast 
top of 21°C. I took a leisurely run into 
central London where I was to meet with 
Timothy at the Criterion Restaurant in 
Piccadilly Circus. The Criterion serves 
magnificent food and I spent a delightful 
2% hours with Tim discussing various 
aspects of Australia, Rolls-Royce in 
Australia, fine food and wine, music, 
family, etc. — the usual ‘lunch’! 

I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to 
England and wish to especially thank 
everyone at Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, 
Jack Barclay Ltd, Nick and Carey of 
Bassett’s, and Timothy Hurford Clark at 
Premier Magazines, all of whom showed 
a great deal of hospitality. a 
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lead with . PK ( ‘Henrietta’) at Ayers Rock just before leaving the Outback Wholly Ghost Tour to 


begin the epic drive ‘Round the Top End’ to Perth. 


Round the Top End 


The unstoppable 3PK and the imperturb- 
able Graham & Barbara Mead have 
travelled many thousands of miles together 
in several countries, circumnavigating the 
globe. Here we have the latest instalment 
in Graham's series of articles, covering 
their journey ‘Round the Top End’ after 
leaving last year's Outback Wholly Ghost 
Tour in Alice Springs, continuing north to 
Darwin and down through Western 
Australia to Perth! 


Give me a home among the gum trees 
With lots of plum trees 

A sheep or two and a kangaroo 

A clothes line out the back 

Verandah out the front 

And an old rocking chair. 


The words of the song came flooding 
back to us, reminding Barbara and myself 
of a riotous evening at the Overlander 
Steakhouse in Alice Springs. It was dawn 
on aclear, cool May morning in Alice. We 
were leaving the Wholly Ghost Tour and 
heading north along the Stuart Highway. It 
was with some sadness that we had said 
our farewells to the other Ghosters the 
night before — they were leaving on The 
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Ghan later that day to return to Port 
Augusta and then the long drive back to 
Sydney. 

We were off on our travels up to Darwin 
and then on to Perth to complete a round 
trip of Australia with ‘Henrietta’, our 1923 
Silver Ghost. 

We enjoyed getting up at dawn and 
having two or three hours driving before 
breakfast. The cool early morning air 
reminded us of driving in England. 
Australian breakfasts are really good and 
each day I looked forward to a huge plate 
of fried eggs and bacon followed by a mug 
of strong tea. 

Our first day out of Alice Springs was 
to take us through Ti Tree, Wauchope and 
on to Tennant Creek, a distance of 329 
miles. We had been told that the road north 
was long and boring but we found it inter- 
esting, perhaps because we had never been 
there before. The colour of the rocks — 
vivid orange and red in the bright sunlight 
— was a contrast to the bright green of the 
Outback vegetation. As we drove north we 
were surprised by the amount of growth 
and some areas that we passed through had 
a luxurious carpet of fresh green grass 
under the trees. The wet season had just 
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passed and we saw occasional pools of 
muddy water along the roadside. 

We had given ourselves three days for 
the first part of our drive, to Darwin, and 
we were well on schedule as we passed 
through Renner Springs, Dunmarra and on 
to Mataranka for our second night. 
Henrietta was running well and as we 
travelled further north the temperature was 
rising appreciably. We were flagging 
during the heat of the day so we raised the 
hood to act as a sunshade against the heat 
and glare of the sun. 

On our drive into Darwin we passed 
through several bush fires and we had to 
switch our headlights on as we drove 
through dense patches of smoke. Past 
Katherine we pulled off the road at Pine 
Creek for fuel, and the friendly garage 
owner was very interested in our trip and 
gave us a gallon of oil to help us on our 
way. 

We found Darwin very interesting and 
decided to stay for a couple of nights. We 
know that Australia is a big country but 
were surprised when we discovered that 
Darwin is closer to Singapore than it is to 
Melbourne. All the world heard of the 
devastation caused by Cyclone Tracey in 
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the 1970s, and the new buildings bore 
testament to the tremendous reconstruc- 
tion that took place after the disaster. 
Before we left we had a super fish & chip 
supper on the quay watching a magnificent 
tropical sunset. 

Back on the road after our short rest we 
retraced our route back to Katherine to take 
the road to Western Australia. I changed 
Henrietta’s engine oil in Darwin and lubri- 
cated all of her many oiling points and she 
was running on song. We found that on the 
mainly flat and straight roads we could set 
her engine governor to 45-50 m.p.h. and 
she would purr along for hour after hour. 
Our evening halt was to be at Victoria 
River, a magical spot in the river valley 
surrounded by red cliffs that really glowed 
in the evening light. The roadhouse only 
had six cabins and we were fortunate to get 
the last vacant one, as the next accom- 
modation was 200 miles further on over 
the State border in Kununurra. 

The next day Henrietta was inspected 
by the Department of Agriculture at the 
Western Australia border to ensure that we 
were not carrying any insect pests. We 
were soon declared ‘pest free’ and were on 
our way into Kununurra. We had intended 
to carry on to Wyndham but I had noticed 
a slight exhaust hiss that seemed to be 
coming from a blown manifold gasket. 
Henrietta also seemed to be a little under- 
powered. It only took a couple of minutes 
to discover that it was not a gasket but 
rather a burnt exhaust valve. We thought it 
best to stay at the superb Kununurra 
Country Club for a couple of nights whilst 
I tried to get the valve fixed. I found out 
that if we had to have an engine problem 
then Kununurra was just the place to be as 
almost every company in the town was 
involved in servicing the earth-moving 
machines and transport used in the Ord 
River irrigation project, the Argyle 
diamond mine and the Argyle hydro 
scheme. Within a couple of hours a small 
company engaged in engine repairs had 
rebuilt and refitted the damaged valve. We 
had the rest of the day exploring the sur- 
rounding area and, as it heated up in the 
afternoon, we relaxed by the pool at the 
Country Club. 

We were in crocodile country and al- 
though the rivers were low and the huge 
Saltwater crocs had moved downstream to 
the sea we saw some pretty big ‘Freshies’ 
— from quite a distance! On the wall in 
one Kununurra bar there were photographs 
of horses and cattle with horrific injuries 
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A huge Boab tree near Broome, Western Australia. 


Derby is both the birthplace of chassis 3PK and home for Graham & Barbara — but not this 
one! This is Derby, Western Australia. 


In the Great Sandy Desert, 


caused by crocodiles, and we were advised 
to keep well away from the banks of the 
rivers and pools — advice that we were 
happy to heed! 

Back on the road again after our halt in 
Kununurra, Henrietta was back to her 
normal sweet tempered self and we had a 


The well known phenomenon of superbly 
made pre-war Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
chassis outlasting their coachwork is well 
illustrated here. 3PK originally had Barker 
tourer coachwork, of which the present 
Wilkinson body is a replica. Jeremy Greene's 
1939 Bentley 4% Litre (B199MX), originally a 
Park Ward saloon, now has a tourer body in 
the style of Vanden Plas. The two are seen 
below at New Norcia Hotel, New Norcia, W.A. 
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great day’s driving covering 417 miles 
through Warnum, Halls Creek and on to 
Fitzroy Crossing where we spent the night 
in the Fitzroy River Lodge. The Lodge was 
built on stilts and there are markers show- 
ing the flood levels reached in the wet 
season. During the dry season it was dif- 
ficult to imagine the whole land under 
several feet of water. The Lodge is on the 
banks of the Fitzroy River and we had an 
early morning walk along the fast flowing 
stream. We were quite high above the river 
and so felt quite safe from crocodiles. We 
saw great swirls in the greenish-tinged 
water which we later discovered were 
Barramundi feeding on shoals of small bait 
fish. 

One of the highlights of our journey 
was visiting Derby in Western Australia. 
Derby W.A. could not be further from our 
home town of Derby in England. The 
population of 5,000 engaged in fishing and 
cattle rearing is miniscule compared to our 
population of 200,000, and even though it 
was mid-winter the temperature was 
higher than the hottest summer day in 
England! We were fascinated by the huge 
hollow Boab tree that had been used as a 
gaol in the early days of the township. We 
were also fascinated by the enormous 
termite hills along the roadside, some of 
which were more than 15 feet high. They 
must take years to build and we wondered 
what happens to them in the heavy rain of 
the wet season. 

We were now around the Top End and 
heading south-west. Along the road 
several people told us that the place to stay 
in Broome was the Cable Beach Club over- 


PRECLARVM 


looking the Indian Ocean, so it was with 
eager anticipation that at sunset we drove 
through the gardens and palm trees of the 
Club. Here was the ultimate in luxury and 
so we decided to stay for two nights. The 
accommodation that we stayed in was 
modelled on the old pearl divers’ houses, 
with central rooms surrounded by wide 
verandahs all round which made the rooms 
cool in the heat of the day. There were 
excellent restaurants to choose from to 
dine in, and we enjoyed swimming in the 
pools set in the gardens. 

After our day’s relaxation at Cable 
Beach, we had a long drive ahead so we set 
off next day before dawn. Along the road- 
side we saw kangaroos hopping away from 
the glare of our headlights and as the sun 
rose behind us the scrubby vegetation was 
bathed in a crimson glow. Port Hedland 
was our next evening’s stopping place 
after skirting the Great Sandy Desert. The 
road seemed endless and it was very hot. 
We were glad to stop at Roebuck and later 
at Sandfire Roadhouse for cool, refreshing 
drinks. Port Hedland was a hive of activity 
with huge ore carriers at anchor offshore 
waiting to be loaded with iron ore brought 
by rail from the mines inland. As we left 
the township the following morning we 
saw a very long iron ore train approaching 
the terminal. Later in the day someone told 
us that the train was the longest ever 
assembled in Australia and was six kilo- 
metres long. (These trains are the longest 
and heaviest in the world. — Ed.) 

The days had by now settled into a 
routine — I drove during the morning and 
Barbara was quite happy to drive all after- 
noon while I sat back and enjoyed the 
view. Henrietta seemed to be fine and al- 
though the couple of hours servicing her 
each evening got a little tedious we were 
enjoying ourselves. We had some lovely 
evenings talking to locals and fellow 
travellers over a cool beer or two before 
retiring for the night. 

After Port Hedland we stayed overnight 
at Nanuturra, a roadhouse miles and miles 
from anywhere. It was very hot and dusty 
and typical of what we expected in the 
Outback — very plain and basic, good 
food, cold beer, and colourful characters 
who told us tales of Outback life. 

We carried on south seeing more and 
more signs of increased population until 
we reached Carnarvon. There were banana 
groves, tomato fields and huge wheatfields 
where the soil was being blown up into 
dust clouds by the strong, gusty wind. 
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In Geraldton, two days out of Perth, we 
were met by Jeremy & Breda Greene in 
their superb Bentley 414 Litre. They took 
us on a little detour to see some of the local 
attractions. We went to Cervantes and the 
Pinnacles Desert where the sand dunes are 
being swept away in the wind to reveal 
thousands of columns of limestone. The 
following day we visited New Norcia, a 
Benedictine Monastery founded in 1855 
by monks from Spain. Sadly the monastery 
is in decline and there are only four very 
old Spanish monks remaining, together 
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3PK at ‘The Pinnacles’, Western Australia. 


with a few other members of the Order. 
The monks established schools on the site 
at the turn of the century but they closed a 
few years ago. The imposing hotel sur- 
vives and the hope is that tourists will keep 
the monastery alive. 

We finally arrived in Perth 16 days after 
leaving Alice Springs. We had travelled 
3,899 miles in 13 driving days. Not count- 
ing oil changes Henrietta had consumed 
three gallons of oil and achieved 14.5 
miles per gallon of petrol. She has 
travelled a total of 18,220 miles since leav- 


In the Kimberley region, Western Australia. 


ing England — 11,540 miles in Australia. 
On the days that we have been driving the 
average daily distance has been 243 miles. 

Jeremy kindly looked after Henrietta 
and loaded her into a container after 
Barbara and I left for England. At the time 
of writing she was on her way to North 
America. We met up with her in San 
Francisco later in 1996 and drove her to 
New York via Alaska and Canada. The 
Adventure continues ... y 


Photographs by the Author 
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A completed Alvis two-door saloon by Park Ward in the courtyard at Park Ward with the office building to the left. In the background you can see 
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Photographs courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


the trolleybus wires in Willesden High Road and, behind the Chromoworks printshop, part of ‘The BTH', where the author started work. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 1 — Starting at H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd. 


Your Editor, my very good friend 
Martin, asked me to write about the ‘trials 
and tribulations’ of working at Rolls- 
Royce’s London Coachbuilding Division, 
Mulliner Park Ward. I enjoyed working for 
the Company and, over the years, met 
many enthusiasts and owners both actual 
and potential. I thought the first instalment 
of this multi-part article should include a 
little about myself and how I came to join 
the Company. 

In 1955 my family moved to Park 
Royal in north-west London, near to where 
my father worked as a printer producing 
the BBC’s Radio Times and The Listener 
magazines. In August 1958 I started my 
apprenticeship with one Brian Baigent at 
the British Thompson Houston Company 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


(BTH) plant in Neasden Lane, which 
produced electrical distribution switch- 
gear. 

The commercial entrance to BTH was 
via a private road off Willesden High 
Road, immediately opposite the Park 
Ward & Co. coachworks. In 1959 Rolls- 
Royce bought H.J. Mulliner & Co. and 
soon after amalgamated the two coach- 
building firms to become H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward Ltd (HJMPW). In the late 
seventies this title was shortened to be- 
come simply Mulliner Park Ward (MPW). 

Although we rarely saw Rolls-Royce, 
Bentley or Alvis* cars on the road — BTH 
and HJMPW had the same lunch breaks — 
Brian and I would sneak ‘around to the rear 
of the factory where the doors were often 


open for ventilation, to see the cars in 
various stages of build. Whilst we were 
never actually invited in, neither were we 
ever kicked out! 

The year 1960 was memorable as I 
passed the driving test and bought my first 
car, amongrel Austin Seven assembled in 
1949 from ex-War Department parts, 
literally for the proverbial ‘fiver’. That 
same year, a friend of a neighbour gave me 
two Rolls-Royce mascots — an early post- 
war ‘kneeling’ Lady and one from a pre- 
war Phantom. Both continue to grace our 


* In the 1950s and ’60s, as well as building 
coachwork for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, 
Park Ward and H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward 
also built the bodies on Alvis chassis. 
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mantelpiece to this day. When my five 
year apprenticeship was up in 1963 I be- 
came a final assembly inspector and then 
a draughtsman producing wiring diagrams 
for power station control panels. I learned 
that another BTH draughtsman lived in a 
maisonette “above an old boy who works 
at Park Ward”. This old boy was none 
other than MPW’s shy Senior Stylist Peter 
Wharton (PJW). Right up to the demoli- 
tion of the High Road factory in the early 
eighties the local populace always referred 
to the factory as ‘Park Ward’. 

Ileft BTH in 1968, due to redundancy, 
and joined Park Royal Vehicles (PRV), 
builders of thousands of London’s famous 
red buses including the whole of the 
Routemaster class, the youngest of which 
is nearly thirty years old and still giving 
stalwart service. PRV also panelled Bristol 
cars, which arrived as running cars with 
the body framework in place. PRV was a 
design authority for the Ministry of 
Defence, and I produced wiring diagrams 
and detail drawings for many of the 
Army’s communication vehicles. 

Towards the end of 1973 my life at 
PRV was becoming somewhat tiresome. 
The Ministry had requested multiple 
copies of hundreds of drawings, all spe- 
cially folded into A4 format. Yours truly 
drew the short straw, spending many 
weeks folding hundreds of prints. Over the 
years Brian Baigent had kept in touch. He 
now worked at HJMPW and let me know 
that they needed a draughtsman and that, 
if I was accepted, there would be six 
draughtsmen and he would be promoted to 
the position of Drawing Office Checker. 

Whilst I had reservations about work- 
ing for such an esteemed company as 
Rolls-Royce, Brian (whose cypher’ in the 
Company was BWB) arranged an inter- 
view with the Engineering Manager, Ted 
Holland (EH). EH had transferred from 
Crewe to London in 1972 after George 
Moseley (Mos) had retired. I accepted 
Ted’s offer and joined the Company in 
march 1974, My initials — RGM — be- 
came my cypher. 

The Engineering Department at H.J. 
Mulliner, Park Ward was situated in the 
oldest part of the factory, built in the early 
1900s as stables for the London General 
Omnibus Company’s horses, which drew 
buses from the still extant Willesden bus 
garage. Apart from the cemented over cob- 
blestones, this building was very original. 
Many Park Ward / HJIMPW / MPW 
photographs were taken outside Charlie 
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Alvis two-door saloons and drophead coupés nearin 


a 


g completion at Park Ward. Behind, a Silver 


Cloud long wheelbase saloon and three Bentley Continental (S1) drophead coupés. 


Ward’s office, the distinctive metal scroll- 
work above the staff entrance and the 
wooden trellis being easy recognition 
points. The picture on page 203 of 
Martin’s book Rolls-Royce and Bentley: 
the Crewe Years is a good example. Above 
the door, in gold painted, carved wooden 
letters on a blue background was the name 
H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward. Above the name 
was a large clock covering the entrance to 
what, originally, had been the hayloft, and 
was now the Quality Department. 

The Drawing Office Section Leader 
was George Crane (GEC), a friendly man 
and a Local Councillor whose father was 
the Inspection Manager. Amongst the 
other draughtsmen were Fred Bywaters 
(FGB) who had worked his way up from 


the shop floor, and the impressively named 
Colli Bardoliwallah (CJB). A colourful 
character was Ron, an Australian whose 
surname I have forgotten but whose 
cypher was RTP. He would call his mother 
for a chat any time of the day, which did 
not always please her due to the time in 
Australia! From his cypher he earned the 
nickname Round the Pole! Brian Baigent 
(BWB) was duly promoted to Drawing 
Office Checker. 

By 1974 the DY project (Camargue) 
was well under way and Michael Cole 
(MC) was that project’s engineer. The 
Production Engineering Department, 
which looked after all aspects of tooling, 
had been substantially transferred to Hythe 
Road to oversee the Camargue production. 


A specialist process carried out by Park Ward (and later H.J, Mulliner, Park Ward) was the 
conversion of standard Silver Cloud and Bentley S-Type saloon bodies into six-light bodies for 
the long wheelbase chassis. 
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The Experimental Department built any special orders, such as the armoured (‘Alpha’) Phantom 
Vi limousines. This is Senior Stylist Peter Wharton's colour wash drawing of this rare model. Note 
the 2 inch thick lift-up division. 


We had regular visits from them to enable 
easier build of the bodies etc. 

The design and styling team was led by 
Reg Unwin (RAU), a pleasant, pipe-smok- 
ing man who I believe came from James 
Young at Bromley. The sole designer was 
Harry Jarvis (HJ) who started his career at 
Lancefield Coachworks, where his first 
job had been to scrape smooth the floor- 
boards by hand! Peter Wharton (PJW) was 
Senior Stylist and it was most fascinating 
to see this man work with his tiny pens and 
airbrush whilst puffing on his beloved 
pipe. He had been with Park Ward since 
1934. 

Sadly, during the mid- 1970s Fred, Colli 
and Harry passed away. Detail drawing 
work for the Camargue was all but finished 
and we needed more people to design and 
detail forthcoming projects. Colin Parker 
(CAP) finished his technician’s appren- 
ticeship and Dave Alcock (DJA) joined the 


Drawing Office. Both Colin and Dave 
were shortly to join the design team. 
Another newcomer was Ron Mitchell, 
who was given the cypher RM after being 
disuaded from using his full initials — 
RRM! 

Also responsible to EH was Mulliner 
Park Ward’s own Experimental Depart- 
ment, the foreman of which was Sid 
Fletcher who had come from H.J.Mulliner. 
(After the 1959 acquisition of Mulliners, 
when the two coachbuilding firms were 
merged to become H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward Ltd in 1961, the Mulliner operations 
were moved from Chiswick to the Park 
Ward site. Several of the Park Ward 
foremen were displaced by Mulliner men, 
giving rise to much bad feeling.) The 
Design and Drawing Office people made 
frequent visits to ‘Experi’. 

This Department also produced special 
cars. On my visits to Experi I had noticed 


An Alvis boot-lid being formed on the Park Ward hydraulic stretch press. The aluminium was 


‘over-shapea’, returning to its desired form after the release of pressure. 


We RS 


PRACLARVM 


a quite unusual car under construction ‘in 
the white’. It was an ‘Alpha’ Phantom, 
probably PRX4845. The aforementioned 
book by Martin Bennett, The Crewe Years, 
was to my knowledge the first and remains 
the only book to describe these special 
armoured Phantom VIs. There was an 
armoured ‘cupola’ mounted on the chassis 
complete with rear doors and boot lid. I 
saw the division window being fitted. This 
was some 50 m.m. thick, weighing around 
80 kg. with its frame. It took two men to 
support it and another two men to secure it 
in place. The division in these cars was 
normally fixed but was hinged at the top to 
provide an emergency exit in the event of 
an accident or other emergency. 

Another car built in the Experimental 
Department was PGH101, code-named 
‘Oil Barrel’. This special Phantom VI was 
a later version of the two high-roofed 
Phantom V ‘Canberra’ cars (SAS33 and 
5AT34), which Park Ward had built for 
H.M. The Queen in 1959. This new car 
differed by having revised coachwork with 
twin headlamps, and an updated chassis 
incorporating the GM.400 automatic 
transmission, high pressure hydraulic 
power brake syastem, and Silver Shadow 
II engine. It was ordered and paid for by 
the SMMT (Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders) and was to have been 
presented to Her Majesty in 1977 to 
celebrate 25 years of her reign. In the 
event, however, due to a 16 week strike at 
HJMPW over pay, the car was not 
delivered until 1978. Its chassis updates 
became standard from chassis PGH102 
onwards. 

The first complete specification change 
I worked on was the Fuel Integrity Package 
for the 1977 Model Year cars. The fuel 
tank was moved from below the boot floor 
to behind the rear seat squab. These cars 
are externally recognisable by having their 
fuel fillers on the left-hand side. One of the 
early FIP Corniche Convertibles was 
returned from Crewe, the fuel tank loose in 
the boot with a terse note “will not fit”. The 
hoodwell area was not particularly 
accurate in height — it only supported the 
hood in its open position. Along with BWB 
I was summoned to the Experimental 
Department to “sort the mess out”. The 
Experi Foreman was now George Bolton 
(GB), Sid Fletcher having retired. George 
was a short, stocky man who had pre- 
viously worked at Hoopers and was known 
as Gripper due to his vice-like grip. He had 
two pieces of light-gauge metal cut to 
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This picture, taken inside the Experimental Department at H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward is a real gem. It shows, in the foreground, the prototype Silver 
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Shadow drophead coupé under construction in 1966. Behind is a Silver Shadow four-door body cut in half for conversion to long wheelbase 
specification. Again, this is a prototype, LRH2542, specially built for HRH Princess Margaret well before the long wheelbase model went into series 


production. Note the Manchester-built overhead crane — unfortunately a Vaughan, not a Royce! 


prevent damage to the tank, removed the 
drain plug and squeezed the tank in. His 
remark was “don’t ask me to remove it”! 
In the place previously occupied by the 
fuel tank was fitted a fabricated well, 
known as the ‘extra luggage compart- 
ment’, in which the road tools etc. were 
stowed. 

PJW had drawn a few convertible ver- 
sions of the then yet to be announced Silver 
Spirit (see P.4-94, p.2396). Stan 
Constable, a larger than life character, 
joined us in 1978 shortly before PTW 
retired and, together with Ron Mitchell, 
drew further two-door convertibles, one of 
which was a stylised Bentley version with 
twin fuel fillers, large diameter exhausts, 
flared wheel arches, large diameter spoked 
wheels shod with low profile tyres — a 
portent of what was to arrive on the scene 
many years later. 

In the mid-1970s the Corniche model 
code had changed from SY20 two-door 
Saloon and Convertible to CY20. Whilst 
the Silver Shadow/T Series had changed to 
Silver Shadow I/Bentley T2 (SY20AB), 
the Corniche changed in two stages; 
CY20A had automatic air conditioning 
with a revised fascia and CY20AB incor- 
porated other changes coincidental with 


the Silver Shadow I/T2. 

The underframes for the two-door cars 
were delivered from Pressed Steel Fisher 
(PSF) of Cowley, Oxfordshire. These were 
produced on the same line as the four-door 
bodies but removed at a certain stage of 
completion. Although sisters under the 
skin, the Silver Shadow saloon and the 
Corniche shared only one panel, the 
bonnet 

The Corniche Bodies In White* were 
produced on static build fixtures, the 
bodies being moved from stage to stage by 
overhead hoists. On completion the bodies 
were transported to Crewe for anti- 
corrosion protective treatment, undercoat- 
ing and painting with a ‘guide coat’. At this 
Stage they were known as ‘Bodies in 
Brown’. The body then joined the assemb- 
ly sequence where the mechanical and 
most of the electrical items were fitted to 
produce a driveable unit which was 
returned to London for painting and finish- 
ing. In those days and indeed right up to 
the mid-1980s the cars were painted twice! 
The first painting was on receipt of the car 
back from Crewe, where the paintshop 
used the guide coat to ensure that all marks 


* The complete but unpainted body shells. 


and imperfections were removed prior to 
painting. After painting the bodies went 
through the assembly process — interior 
trim and seats were fitted plus the hood in 
the case of convertibles. In fact all parts 
except radiator shells, bumpers and wheel 
trims. At this stage the cars went to the Car 
Finishing Centre (CFC) at Hythe Road 
where the standing heights would be set, 
the engine tuned and the very thorough 
first road test carried out. After completion 
of the first road test, the car would receive 
its second painting with all lamps, handles, 
etc. and of course the convertible hood, 
being masked for the final painting. This 
was followed by a second, shorter road test 
to confirm that the car was ready for 
delivery to the customer. 

The four-door bodies for conversion to 
long wheelbase specification were 
received at Hythe Road from PSF without 
the rear doors. The bodies were cut and 
extended by four inches, longer rear doors 
were fitted and the completed bodies 
shipped to Crewe. Unlike the two-door 
cars, these did not return to us for painting, 
trimming and finishing but were simply 
fed into the standard four-door line at 
Crewe. 

To be continued. 


aspirated but otherwise similar Silver Dawn. 
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The 1997 Silver Spur. ‘Light pressure’ turbocharging produces 300 bhp. The longer (12’ 4v2") wheelbase is standard on both this and the naturally 
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The Rolls-Royce and Bentley Model Range 


Changes in the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley model range for 1997 are largely 
confined to the Bentleys, with the most 
noticeable changes on the two-door 
models — the Continental R coupé and the 
Azure convertible. 

The Bentley Continental R has been a 
sensation and a huge success for the 
Company since it stole the limelight at the 
1991 Geneva motor show. And deservedly 
so. It is certainly the ultimate genuine four- 
seater grand touring coupé. Even dis- 
regarding for a moment its ultra-high 
performance and superb handling charac- 
teristics, its looks alone would guarantee 
its place as a classic in its own time. Over- 
use of the word ‘classic’ has tended to 
devalue its impact, but in this instance it 
fits perfectly. 

The same comments apply equally to 
the highly desirable convertible which the 
Continetal R spawned — the Bentley 
Azure. What other convertible motor car 
could aspire to competing with this one? 
On an equal footing, clearly none at all. Its 


Changes for 1997 


By Martin Bennett 


popularity has increased both in the tradi- 
tional convertible markets of California 
and Florida and in northern Europe includ- 
ing the U.K. 

A number of external and interior sty]- 
ing changes to these two models were 
announced at this year’s Geneva Salon. 

As you will have noticed in our front 
cover photograph, the most immediately 
obvious change for 1997 is the new 
‘matrix’ grille. This is described as “a 
modern interpretation of the 1920s racing 
Bentleys, created by hand with the latest 
materials and laser technology”. It is, of 
course, similar to the chrome mesh grille 
seen on the now discontinued Bentley 
Eight saloon, though this new interpreta- 
tion is noticeably ‘chunkier’ and is not 
bright chromed. The new grille is fitted 
within a shell which is said to have been 
resculpted to provide an improved, softer 
appearance — though it must be said that 
the difference is very subtle. 

The front and rear bumpers have been 
re-styled to give softer, more flowing lines. 


A new style 17" wheel is now standard 
on both two-door models, while 18" 
wheels are offered as an option on the 
Continental R for even greater emphasis 
on handling and striking appearance. 

Interior changes include completely 
new front seats for the Continental R (of 
the type originally fitted only to the Azure) 
with partially ‘ruched’ leather upholstery 
and new curved pleats for both models. 
The Continental R therefore benefits from 
the Azure’s integral seatbelt for increased 
comfort and improved ease of access to the 
Tear seats. 

The Bentley Turbo R. saloon continues 
as before but with a new wheel style. Since 
last year this model has been a long wheel- 
base (3,162 mm, or 12’ 414") saloon as 
standard. The 300 bhp ‘light pressure’ 
turbocharged Bentley Brooklands saloon 
retains the shorter wheelbase of 3,061 mm 
(12’ 04%"). 

The Rolls-Royce model range remains 
as for 1996. Both four-door saloon models, 
the naturally aspirated Silver Dawn and the 
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‘light pressure’ turbocharged Silver Spur, 
share the longer wheelbase. 

The limousine model, now called the 
Rolls-Royce Park Ward, is 355 mm (14") 
longer than the Silver Spur, though 24 inch 
and even 48 inch extended wheelbases 
have been commissioned by individual 
customers. This specialised work is carried 
out by the Mulliner Park Ward coachbuild- 
ing division. 

Though the actual Mulliner Park Ward 
London coachbuilding division factory at 
Hythe Road, Willesden, was closed earlier 
this decade and its remaining operations 
transferred to Crewe, the Company con- 
tinues to exploit the prestige surrounding f : reais ‘ g wish aS 
the Mulliner Park Ward name. In fact, the The Bentley Turbo R. The longer wheelbase is standard for this model, too. Note the new wheels 
individual names Mulliner and Park Ward —‘for 1997. 
are increasingly being exploited separate- 
ly, with Mulliner being the ‘coachbuilder’ 
for Bentley cars and Park Ward for Rolls- 
Royce. 

More than 45% of customers now re- 
quire individually commissioned motor 
cars and their special requirements are met 
by the Mulliner and Park Ward craftsmen, 
who provide a range of technical and craft 
skills at Crewe. Customers and prospec- 
tive customers are increasingly encour- 
aged to visit Crewe to help in the creation 
of their own personal motor car. Not only 
can a car be designed to meet a customer’s 
own specification, but it can also be tuned 
and set up to suit an individual’s driving 
characteristics. Now that’s individuality! 


The 1997 Bentley Azure. 
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Photographs courtesy of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 


Interiors of the 1997 Bentley Continental R (left) and Azure (right). Note the new upholstery style with curved pleats and (more readily discernable 
in the right-hand photo) partly ‘ruched’ leather. If the two-tone steering wheel is not to your liking, you can have all black leather finish, or it can 
tone with the car's paintwork or upholstery. Indeed, you can have what ever you want when you order a new Rolls-Royce or Bentley nowadays. 
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Thinking the Unthinkable 


Regarding Tom Clarke's item Think- 
ing the unthinkable (P.1-97) | think it is 
fair to say that Rolls-Royce engines won 
World War Il as far as the Allied countries 
of the Commonwealth are concerned. 

Is it not therefore ironic that such a 
distinguished and hard fought career 
should now be captured by the old 
enemy in peacetime? | say this with the 
deepest respect for our German friends 
who | dare say would share my senti- 
ments if their hallmark of automotive 
engineering were to be threatened by the 
prospect of being powered by a British 
product! 

The point | am making is that our 
beloved marque has always represented 
itself in the motoring arena as the 
epitome of British engineering at its in- 
domitable finest. In early advertising the 
catch-cry was ‘Britain builds the best 
motor cars and Rolls-Royce builds the 
best British motor car'! While this was 
somewhat cheeky, it did attest to the fact 
that the Company was proud of its 
product. Does Rolls-Royce still adhere to 
this pride? The news of the BMW 
engines seems to suggest not. 

It seems to me that the rationalisation 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd in the loss 
of both its heritage (Hythe Road, Conduit 
Street, etc.) and the seemingly certain 
loss of its home-built engine may be 
likened to a patient on life-support, 
receiving palliative care to relieve painful 
symptoms while the surgeons have lost 
all hope of recovery. This is done in 
preference to allowing the patient to pass 
on with dignity. 

The very soul of Rolls-Royce lies in its 
engine and to transplant a foreign heart 
will take away the very essence of its 
life-blood. 

By common consent the name Rolls- 
Royce has endured its path through his- 
tory with its world famous engine. Purists 
endured rationalisation in the immediate 
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post-war period by the fitting of stand- 
ardised steel bodies supplied by the 
Pressed Steel Company at the expense 
of the magnificent coachbuilt icons of the 
pre-war and in some cases the post-war 
period. A few eyebrows were raised with 
the introduction of General Motors auto- 
matic gearbox in 1952, even though this 
was later built by Rolls-Royce under 
licence. There was more consternation 
when the Detroit-built G.M. Turbo 400 
transmission was adapted to the Silver 
Shadow and later the Silver Spirit. At 
least the engines were Rolls-Royce. 

Now even this last vestige is to be 
sourced off-shore! 

The personalised business of building 
a Rolls-Royce has given way to the con- 
glomerate of Vickers and | feel that it has 
moved to the lamentable situation where 
quality must be replaced by quantity. | 
have no doubt that BMW can produce a 
fine engine, but it is not a Rolls-Royce 
engine and this is completely at odds with 
the original concept of representing the 
Rolls-Royce as ‘The Best Car in the 
World’. 

| have always nurtured the wish that 
the Rolls-Royce car in its traditional form 
would rise like a phoenix from the ashes 
of mass production and press on into the 
next century as a very limited hand-built 
motor carriage finely crafted to meet the 
requirements of the money-no-object, 
extremely well-heeled clientele, reminis- 
cent of the 1920s breed of gentry. 

In reality, there seems to be no hope 
of a car worthy of being named the 
Phantom VII. | therefore seem to be 
revelling in futile ideals. 

If Rolls-Royce is terminally ill from its 
current malignancy and there really is no 
hope of finding a panacea, then let us 
accept its death and mourn its passing 
with great sadness and respect. | for one 
cannot countenance that a Company to 
which | have given a life-long love and 
respect, should be compromised by the 
present circumstances. Though it deeply 
pains me to state this, | would rather see 
Rolls-Royce relegated to the annals of 
history, with its past examples finely 
preserved and restored for all to see as 
testament to one of humankind's finest 
engineering feats, than to continue as a 
farcical charade hiding behind a famous 
name and grille misrepresenting the 
genius of Royce who built it. 

To draw a comparison, think of the 
chagrin the dedicated Bugatti lover must 
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be feeling when confronted with the cur- 
rent monstrosity bearing its name. 


Robert Wort, 
Victoria Branch. 


Editorlal response: This is going to be 
difficult to answer, because of the sheer 
extent of the misconceptions and 
misinterpretations of the facts which it 
contains. | hasten to add that this is inno 
way intended to take away from the 
dedication of Robert Wort, who is clearly 
a well-meaning enthusiast of the old 
school, albeit a misinformed one. 

Firstly, it is at best a gross exaggera- 
tion to suggest that the “distinguished 
and hard fought career” of Rolls-Royce 
has been “captured by the old enemy” 
(i.e. Germany) on the grounds that future 
Rolls-Royce cars will have a BMW en- 
gine. In fact, a company called BMW 
Rolls-Royce Aero Engines has been set 
up by BMW to build Rolls-Royce jet 
engines under licence in Germany, 
which hardly amounts to capitulation to 
“the old enemy” ! 

Robert asks “does Rolls-Royce still 
adhere to this pride?” , the only possible 
answer to which is yes, obviously. The 
Company is conspicuously proud of 
both its current and future motor cars 
and justifiably so. The massive invest- 
ment in the future that the Company has 
made at Crewe attests to this in ample 
measure. The reasons for the decision to 
out-source future engines have been ex- 
plained so many times in these pages 
that it would be inappropriate to go over 
the same ground again. Suffice it to say 
that it was utterly unavoidable. To liken 
this to ‘a patient on life-support, receiv- 
ing palliative care” and to speak of Rolls- 
Royce as “terminally ill from its current 
malignancy" ignores the facts to a de- 
gree that | find staggering. What “current 
malignacy"? How does a situation in 
which which sales of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars are increasing at a rate 
equal to four times the average in their 
market sector amount to “malignacy’? 
And this with a 17-year-old four-door 
body style! Imagine what could be done 
with a whole new saloon model! 

Where is this “lamentable situation 
where quality must be replaced by 
quantity"? The average annual produc- 
tion of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
over the past 15 years has amounted to 
2, 188 cars. This is hardly mass produc- 
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tion! The acquisition of the Company by 
Vickers in 1980 in no way signalled any 
sacrifice of quality to quantity, nor is 
there any suggestion at all that the use 
of BMW engines will lead to anything of 
the kind. Dedication to the maintenance 
of the highest levels of quality remains 
as it always was. 

In response to Robert’s preference 
for seeing Rolls-Royce “relegated to the 
annals of history” rather than remain in 
production with an out-sourced engine, 
| doubt that the shareholders’ would 
countenance such a doom-laden view, 
particularly at a time of increasing sales 
and rising profits! 

The attempt to draw a comparison 
between the Rolls-Royce situation and 
the current car named the Bugatti is 
entirely invalid. In the case of Rolls- 
Royce there is total corporate and 
engineering continuity, and absolutely 
no question of any “farcical charade”. 

Over the decades many cars have 
had out-sourced engines, including 
some highly regarded marques such as 
Bristol and Morgan. | have never heard 
of anyone regarding any of these as a 
“farcical charade”. 

It is my view that we have absolutely 
nothing to fear from the emerging engine 
policy, even if we lament the passing of 
the last wholly Rolls-Royce designed 
engine, which | should add hasn't 
happened yet! — M.1.B. 


Where are all the Twenties? 


A concerted effort is under way to 
determine the whereabouts of all surviv- 
ing Twenty Horsepower cars world-wide 
as this year is the 75th anniversary of the 
model's introduction in 1922. 

| am working in conjunction with Keith 
Jay of the R.R.E.C, 20 h.p. Register, Ben 
Grew (U.K.), André Blaize (France) and 
several R.R.O.C. of Australia members 
in locating all cars that have come to 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Many cars are not owned by mem- 
bers of our Club and many have changed 
hands since the last really comprehen- 
sive roster was produced in the 1970s. 

Attached is a list of chassis that have 
proven difficult to locate. If any member 
has any information, no matter how insig- 
nificant, please write to me at my address 
reproduced at the end of this letter. 

Cars in New Zealand are also rather 
elusive and if any member with 
knowledge of these can assist it would 
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Where are they now? 


Chassis: Last known coachwork: 
44G8 
45G5 
67H1 
73A4 
76A8 
77A3 
78A1 
84K8 
GF1 
GF8 
GF14 
GF36 
GF63 
GH21 
GH32 
GH67 
GH68 

GMK43 

GDK17 

GDK18 

GDK32 

GNK23 

GNK86 

GPK35 

GPK47 

GSK31 
GCK8 

GCK18 

GCK23 

GCK69 

GOK63 

GOK81 

GZK12 

GZK30 
GUK7 

GUK63 

GUK68 

GMJ39 
GAJ4 

GAJ75 

GYL60 
GTM7 

GFN58 

GFN64 
GVO2 


chassis only 
Smith & Waddington tourer 
chassis only 
Windovers limousine 
E.G. Ward tourer 
Windovers limousine 
chassis only 
chassis only 
ex-Jaguar sedanca 
Martin & King saloon 


Smith & Waddington coupé 
Hooper tourer 
Thompson saloon 
Park Ward saloon 
Maddox saloon 
Martin & King saloon 
chassis only 
Martin & King saloon 
chassis only 
Salmons limousine 
Waring Bros. limousine 
chassis only 
utility 
Martin & King saloon 
Martin & King saloon 
Martin & King saloon 


Martin & King saloon 
chassis only 
Martin & King saloon 
Holden coupé 
Martin & King saloon 
chassis only 
caravan (or chassis only) 
Martin & King coupé 
Martin & King saloon 
Southern Motors saloon 
Gurney Nutting saloon 


shooting brake 
tourer 
Hooper limousine 
Park Ward limousine 
tourer 


be greatly appreciated. 


Martin McCarthy, 

New South Wales Branch. 
1242 Parishs Road, 
Hilldale, 

Nr. Dungog, N.S.W. 2420. 
Telephone: 049-95-6197 


Cheetham & Borwick saloon 


Melbourne Motor Body saloon 


Martin & King drophead coupé = Mrs. D. Deacon, W.A. 


Last known owner: Last seen: 
1981 
1979 
1981 
1983 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1984 
1979 
1979 
1980 
1975 
1979 
1980 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1980 
1975 
1975 
1979 
1975 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1975 
1979 
1979 
1980 
1980 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1975 
1975 
1979 


D.C. Mummery 
J. Vawser, N.S.W. 
N.F. Baker, Vic. 
Ben Bronk, N.S.W. 
A.J. Newton, N.S.W. 
A. Julian, N.Z. 
F. Hands, Vic. 

J. Lawson, Vic. 
H. Morrow, N.S.W. 
W.H. Mathews, N.S.W. 
H. Hagedorn, Vic. 
D. Sampson, S.A. 
P. Briggs, W.A. 
Barrowman, S.A. 
L. Stewart, N.S.W. 
J. Grant, Vic. 

W. Straede, A.C.T. 
M. Creati, Vic. 

G McKenna, Vic. 
J. Sproule, Vic. 
Haggerty & Doyle, N.S.W. 
L. Johnson, Vic. 
H. Kirk, Vic. 

R. Grant 
Mrs. M. Duncan, Vic. 
Miss R. Moore, Vic. 
F. Lory, Vic. 
J.M. Day, Vic. 

F. Peterson, S.A. 
H.H. Wheeler 
Mrs. | Rudd, Vic. 
D. O'Sullivan, Vic. 
A. Kelso, Vic. 

W. Corry, W.A. 
J.C. Mihan, Vic. 
R. McKenzie, Vic. 
W.H. Bloye, Vic. 
Claude Mason, Vic. 
W. Hyslop, N.S.W. 


E.J. Venables, Qld. 
J. Bradley, Vic. 
B.S. Butler 
H. Atherton, Vic. (or Tas.?) 
S.K. Hunter, Vic. 


Unleaded petrol and L.P. Gas 


| was concerned to read the Federal 
President's notes in P.1-97, urging Silver 
Shadow owners not to panic into con- 
verting their cars to run on Liquified 
Petroleum Gas (LPG), and claiming that 
no changes were made to the Silver 
Spirit cars when they were changed to 


unleaded petrol, other than changing the 
petrol filler neck and fitting an unleaded 
petrol label. 

| refer members to my article 
Unleaded Petrol for all Rolls-Royce 
Cars? in P.5-95, regarding engine 
Octane requirements, compression 
ratios, and detonation. In this article | 
pointed out that only some Rolls-Royce 
V-8 engines will run safely on low octane 
unleaded petrol. The suitability to run on 
unleaded petrol depends on more than 
the fact that they have hardened valve 
seats. Compression ratio and a number 
of other factors concerning combustion 
must be considered. 

Detonation is the main concern be- 
cause of the potential to cause costly 
damage, i.e. head gasket failure, broken 
piston rings, and holed piston crowns. It 
would be wise to remember that detona- 
tion under cruise conditions is not usually 
audible. Because the octane require- 
ment of engines varies from car to car it 
is not wise to make a blanket statement 
that all engines can use unleaded petrol. 
The Company publicity suggesting that 
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all Rolls-Royce engines are suitable for 
unleaded after “minor adjustment” may 
be applicable to Royal cars that do not 
exceed 30 mph, but in the real world it 
simply doesn’t work. 

| should also point out that there were 
in fact many changes to the Silver Spirit 
model range when the change was made 
to unleaded petrol, these being the intro- 
duction of fuel injection for all markets 
and engine management systems. The 
normally aspirated cars were fitted with 
Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection, oxygen 
sensor, computer mixture controls, 
three-way catalytic converter, etc. The 
Bentley Turbo cars were fitted with full 
electronic engine management, includ- 
ing computer mapped ignition control 
and detonation sensor to automatically 
retard ignition if detonation is detected. 

Itis interesting to note that early Turbo 
cars, which used high octane leaded 
petrol, were also fitted with a detonation 
sensor. Do not attempt to run these cars 
on 91 Octane unleaded petrol if you want 
to get to the end of the street! 

| also found the advice about L.P. Gas 
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curious as | have personally equipped 
several Rolls-Royce V-8 cars to run on 
L.P.G. (but still able to run on petrol) and 
the owners have all been more than 
pleased with the installation and perfor- 
mance. The advantages of L.P.G. are its 
very high octane (112) which overcomes 
all detonation problems, it needs no 
choke or rich mixture for cold starting 
(80% of engine wear occurs on choke), 
the engine runs noticeably smoother, en- 
gine oil stays cleaner longer, there is 
certainly no drop in power output when 
tuned correctly, it will return better fuel 
economy than petrol on some engines 
(Silver Cloud and early Silver Shadows), 
and at worst is half the price of petrol. 

With care and patience an L.P Gas 
installation can be made almost undetec- 
table under the bonnet. | remind mem- 
bers of all the reports of taxis (Holden and 
Ford) clocking up 700,000 Km. before 
engine overhaul. These engines were 
not running on petroll 


Robert Chapman, M.1.A.M.E., M.S.A.E., 
Victoria Branch. 
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“AN AUSTRALIAN ROLLS-ROYCE 
— the story of a Rolls-Royce 40/50 h.p. 
model Silver Ghost Chassis Number 
12HG delivered new in Australia in 
1923” by Bryan W. Inder. 32 pages, 29 
illustrations. Free to the Author's friends. 


Reviewed by Martin Bennett 


This nicely produced A4-sized book- 
let was initially produced for distribution 


to members attending the 38th Federal 
Rally in Wollongong, April 1996. 

Itis much more than the title suggests. 
There are six chapters and three appen- 
dices dealing with subjects as diverse as 
C.S. Rolls, F.H. Royce and a certain 
politician's recipe for pumpkin scones! 

Chapter 4 deals with the history of the 
Silver Ghost model, and informs us that 
the thirteenth chassis, 60551 (which was 
actually the twelfth chassis) was named 
The Silver Ghost and that after the intro- 
duction of the New Phantom “all previous 
40/50 h.p. models became retrospective- 
ly erroneously known as Silver Ghosts”. 
Retrospective, yes, but erroneous? If this 
is true then at least two clubs are 
erroneously named! 

The story of 12HG itself is interesting. 
Like most Silver Ghosts, particularly 
those delivered in Australia, the super- 
latively made chassis handsomely out- 
lived its original coachwork. Indeed, 
many Silver Ghost chassis have outlived 


several bodies! 

Appendix One lists Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor car production to date, 
with original production figures and, 
interestingly, estimated numbers of sur- 
vivors of each model. One detail crit- 
icism: the model designations here suffer 
from the incorrect use of the numeral 1 in 
what would otherwise be Roman 
numerals. For example, Phantom II has 
been rendered as Phantom 11 (i.e., 
Phantom eleven!). Appendix Two is a 
useful, very comprehensive _ listing of 
the known Rolls, Royce, and Rolls- 
Royce sites in chronological order. 

A worthwhile addition to any 
enthusiast’s bookshelf — particularly at 
the offered price! 

An Australian Rolls-Royce may be 
obtained free of charge by the simple 
expedient of a telephone call to the 
Author (02-9977-6442) or by writing to: 
65-69 Pittwater Road, 

Manly, N.S.W. 2095. 
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ROLLS - ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1920 Silver Ghost (32AE) Kellner of Paris 
4-seat tourer (not a replica). ‘Alpine Eagle’ 
type short chassis. 5 Grebel lamps. Pur- 
chased from the original owner in 1967. Total 
frame-up U.K. restoration, 1,200 km. since. 
Very elegant. Mint condition. Books and tools. 
$250,000 o.n.o. Jess Pourret, Thailand. Fax: 
+66-53-225979 


ot Seca 


96A. Torpedo body to original design. Excel- 
lent condition throughout. Same owner over 
30 years. Complete with mascot and some 
spares. $250,000 o.n.o. Jack Ruben, N.Z. 
+64-4-476-5144 or FAX +64-4-476-5244 


1923 Twenty (59S7) Barker tourer. A superb 
original Barker ‘barrel-sided' tourer, regarded 
as one of the most desirable of all bodies to 
have on the light, early 20 h.p. chassis, it was 
one of the second batch of tourers ordered 
from Barkers by Rolls-Royce Ltd. Every detail 
is correct, including rear Auster screen, 6- 
wheel equipment, luggage rack and Barker 
patent headlamp dipping system. One of the 
most desirable Twenties in Australia. Astute 
buyers have recognised the value of original 
coachwork above that of replica bodies. 
$76,000. Doug Bristow 03-9899-6991 or 
03-9830-1867 


EE SS 


1927 Phantom I (27RF) Martin & King long 
wheelbase limousine. Attractive coachwork 
in ‘Malaga’ with black wings. Body-off restor- 
ation. Perfect plating and woodwork. Chassis 
card, handbook, parts book. $115,000. Will 
consider later model with cash adjustment. 
Boyd Rasmussen 07 1-51-4067 


1922 Silver Ghost (60ZG) with 1911 engine 


Cars For Sale 


1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landau- 
lette. Adelaide delivery new. Believed very 
low mileage. Rare opportunity to acquire a 
very authentic 4-wheel brake Silver Ghost 
with original coachwork. Both reliable and 
useable. $240,000. Keith Wherry 
02-9299-7455 (w) 02-9331-3129 (h) 


1926 Twenty (GUK21) Diskon & Molyneux 
roadster. Black & yellow. 4-speed gearbox, 
4-wheel brakes, 6-wheel equipment. 85,000 
miles indicated. Just back on the road after 
complete rebuild by one of Sydney's most 
respected mechanics. Invoices available. 
Handbook, chassis card records dated April 
1926. $65,000. Jack Godfrey 02-9997-6780 


os Bet ae Sa ae ss ey Ee ore 
1935 Phantom Il (14UK) Brewster saloon. 
Right-hand drive, 150° wheelbase. Delivered 
new to Mrs Cora E. DeWitt of New York. A one 
of a kind car in pristine condition. Three year 
ground-up restoration. $Cdn140,000. Reg 
Collings, 158 Lake Sylvan Close S.E., 
Calgary, Alberta T2J 3E6, Canada. 
+1-403-27 1-1119 or FAX +1-403-278-3490 


1934 Phantom Il Continental (24SK) Park 
Ward sports touring saloon. In remarkably 
good, original condition. Late model Conti- 
nental with all modifications including cam- 
shaft. Extremely well maintained. $140,000. 
Fay Hudson 02-9816-4295 


Cars For Sale 


1948 Bentley Mk VI (B99BG) dark green with 
beige vinyl upholstery. First post-war delivery 
to Perth, W.A. Restoration project that runs 
well with much recent work. $16,000. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1950 Silver Dawn (SBA104) Black with new 
brown leather interior. Good condition. 
$42,000 with or without wedding work. Peter 
Kemp 02-9743-8957 (‘phone & FAX) 


1950 Silver Dawn (SDB42) Black with 
oxblood red interior. Immaculate condition. 
$47,000 o.n.o. with or without wedding work. 
Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 (‘phone & FAX) 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B182EY) James Young 
two-door coupé. Shell Grey over Tudor Grey, 
red leather interior. Restored 1983 and in 
excellent condition bodily and mechanically. 
One of only four made in this body style. Many 
custom fittings such as flasks and glasses. All 
tools, handbook and workshop manual. 
$45,000 o.n.o. Bob Skillen 06-288-0676 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B230FV) Midnight Blue. 
Fully restored from ground up 20 years ago 
and stored since: mechanicals, body 
stripped and repainted, chrome, interior, etc. 
$40,000. John or Janet Biviano 065-68-9673 
(h) 065-68-9030 (w) 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B295GT) Black. Fair 
condition, unrestored so it shows the pass- 
age of time. Reliable travelling car. Attended 
every Federal Rally 1980-94. $20,000. Adrian 
Muller 07 1-51-5864 


—— 8 Ree 
1953 Bentley R-type (B23UL) Midnight Blue 
with tan upholstery. Automatic. Full set of 
tools, mechancally perfect, winner of many 
Federal and Branch Awards. Full history. 
$55,000. David Vann 07-3865-3287 (w) 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1953 Bentley R-type (B319TO) excellent his- 
tory with most receipts and original docu- 
ments. Six months since auto transmission 
and tailshaft overhaul. New leather on front 
seats. $36,000. Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 
(‘phone & FAX) 


1956 Bentley S1 (B28DB) Tudor Grey with 
light grey leather upholstery. 7,000 miles 
since a $53,000 overhaul by R-R mechanic 
of: engine, gearbox, differential, front end. 
Interior refurbished. Air conditioned. Full his- 
tory and receipts. $30,000. Garry Tastega 
065-68-9600 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (LCB10) Long Wheel- 
base Saloon with Division. Shell Grey over 
Midnight Blue with grey hide. Factory 
refrigeration and electric windows. Unique 
Melbourne-delivered example owned by one 
family from new. Original books, tools and 
guarantee. Very good original condition. 
$55,000. 

R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


1963 Bentley S3 (B82DF) Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey with grey interior. York Motors 
delivery. Mk IV air conditioning unit fitted by 
York Motors, retaining central picnic table 
under glovebox. Original handbook and 
some tools. 114,000 miles. Very good original 
condition. Serviced by McDermott's for past 
10 years. Vic. reg. HXS-363. $45,000. lan 
Rosenberg 03-9819-2134 or 0419-50-967 1 


1984 Silver Spur (ANE10052) Extra long 
wheelbase. Royal Blue with magnolia interior 
piped blue. Built for the Sultan of Oman. 
57,000 miles. Service history. New condition. 
Many, many extras. $100,000. Nigel Coombe 
08-833 1-8548 (‘phone & FAX) 


1990 Bentley Elght (BEL32899) Acrylic 
White with St. James Red hide. Yorks delivery. 
Two owners. Auto-ride model. $147,000. 
R.A. McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-9804-7977 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Cars For Sale 


1968 Silver Shadow (CRH3438) H.J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward Two-door Saloon. Dark blue. Will 
accept Mk VI, R-type or S Series as trade-in. 
$39,500. Denis Sowden 09-335-1202 


1973 Sliver Shadow (SRH16225) Sage with 
green interior. Excellent condition. Full 
mechanical/hydraulic restoration. Reg. 
RR-888 (A.C.T.) $36,000. lan Dunn 
06-207-5455 (w) or 018-63-2897 


Parts For Sale 


1949 Bentley Mk VI spares. Grille with badge, 
fully reconditioned and chromed, $1,500; 
cylinder head plus valves, $1,000; woodwork, 
$750; gauges, $300 each; many other parts. 
Barry Edge 03-9889-4171 


For 20 Horsepower: carburetter, $390; water 
pump, $220; front section under-tray, $250; 
handbook for 1923/4 model, excellent condi- 
tion, $350; vac. tank with mounting bracket, 
condition/completeness 80%, $250; starter 
motor, 1923/24, $900; temperature gauge, 
needs refueling, $750. For 20/25: complete 
ignition switch, minus key, $300. For Silver 
Ghost, Pl or 20 Horsepower: vintage trunk, 
$800. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


Bag for Silver Shadow jack and road tools, 
new, $75. Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Silver Shadow jack, $195; tool box (no tools), 
offers; wheel covers, 3 need repairs, $100 
each. Richard Cebula 0412-47-5566 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for veteran Silver Ghost: Bosch type 
ZR6 magneto. Will purchase or exchange for 
type D6. Keith Wherry 02-9299-7455 (w) 
02-9331-3129 (h) or FAX 02-9290-1676 


Wanted: parts missing from 1927 Phantom | 
chassis 39LF, engine number YC55. The 
flywheel, including friction ring, retaining 
plates etc., and the flywhhel cover and clutch 
pressure ring are missing, possibly 
misplaced when the engine was recondi- 
tioned in Sydney 10 years ago. Ideally | would 
like to locate the original components all of 
which would carry the engine number YC55. 
Otherwise, what have you? Alan Robert 
07-5541-4500 or FAX 07-5541-2835 


Wanted: one small oval-shaped ‘Desmo’ 
external door-mounted rear-vision mirror, or 
pair of ‘Trico’ art deco style wing mirrors. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature For Sale 


Silver Shadow Il / Bentley T2 / Corniche / 
Camargue 1977-83 workshop manuals, four 
volumes. $1,400 o.n.0. Richard Cebula 
0412-47-5566 


Red spiral-bound sales brochure, Silver 
Cloud Il, $120; green spiral-bound sales 
brochure, Bentley S2, $110; Rolls-Royce: the 
History of the Car, Martin Bennett, original 
red/silver dust cover edition, $50. Ray Zeffert 
08-8258-3370 or FAX 08-8258-5976 


Handbooks in new condition: 1990 Bentley 
Mulsanne S, $70; 1990 Bentley Eight, $70; 
1986 Bentley Turbo R, $70; 1986 Silver Spur 
with division supplement, $45. Martin Bennett 
048-29-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


information Wanted 


Information and pictures if possible of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars used in films, T.V. 
and documentaries. Chassis numbers espe- 
cially welcome. Material will be gratefully 
returned after copying, if requested. New 
database for authors, model makers, his- 
torians and Club members. David Harding, 
21 Hill Street, Darlinghurst, N.S.W. 2010. FAX 
02-9332-2873 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


2-97 


MarketPlace 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
*Phone/FAX 071-61-2512 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


IF YOU WANT THE 
BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring —_—Disc F Inner hub plate 


extension 


Curved 
air valve 


NA 
Spanner’ Air lock assembly 


All you need to fit new * Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your : an 
Pre-WWI Classic. : Hep ciao 
Write, phone or fax e Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


¢ Bugatti 
° Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD 5 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
D1 


R.A.M&Dermott & Co. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 
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PRAICLARVM 
Display Advertising 
If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 27 Years 
Revealead!! 


INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


pL - Size: Cost per issue: 
Fax. 310-479-1197 Eiapeses aie 
World’s most complete stock of Half Page - $230 


used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonatle prices. 


Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


: Martin Bennett, 
Knowledgeable assistance and ‘Allambr, 
personal service always. RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Dally. 

* Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


ARTS CO FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 


Rear WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
0.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages «- Glass « 
workshop Manuals e Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance Items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


RH 10003 Oil Filter + Gaskets 1966 thru 1977 $13.(Auth., not repro.!) 

Full Flow Oil Filter, 1951 thru 1955, Auth. Brit. Filter Supersession $17. 

Badge Bars 22” Straight or Bent, Hi Quality $69., Clips $8. 

Tail Lignt Lens-Auth. Lucas, Cld/S, PV, Shadow, Corniche. (Inquire) 

Air Filter, Cld/S-2,3,PV, Cont. $14., Power Steering Filter, Cld/S, PV, Cont. $12.50 
Cld.S-1 Rear Wheel Cyl. Kit (2 req. per car) $34.ea. (delivered to your door) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
International shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CoO. (MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) VILLA RICA, GA 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 30180 U.S.A. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives , 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars aa 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, "Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 


PHONE FORA QUOTE ON; 


Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 


The outstanding appearance of your Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car 
is our pleasure and our passion. 


But keeping it beautiful takes some care. 
To retain its magic, to say nothing of its value, your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
should have paintwork finished like a mirror. 
It should celebrate the walnut tree that gave its gleaming timber. 
It should smell of supple Connolly leather. 
Its brightwork should dazzle with reflected light. 
And when you open its boot it should be worthy of the best 
French Champagne that is waiting there. 


This is what a Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car is all about. Looking the part. That is why you own one. 
And that is why we’re here. 
Our panelbeaters, our trimmers, our woodworkers, our painters, our assemblers and our detailers are all 
people of exceptional talent. Otherwise they wouldn’t be on our team, ready for your repair or refurbishment. 


Come and see what we can do. 
And what we can do for your car. 


The Measure of Excellence 


McMillan Prestige 
Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Telephone: (02) 9744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 9744 5517 
Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 
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